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U.S. using spy-in-sky.

| military and intelligence community...

. "
for war against drugs

Br James Coates and
Gaorge de Lama
Zmzago Tricune

WASHINGTON=-The Reagan administ
reton’s lask foree on drug traffickers is,
#r the fust time in Jaw  enforeemoent
story, using Pentapon, CIA and NASA
satellites 10 spy on narcotics operations
= far aficld as California and Colombia,
UK. officials say.

Scveral legal and technological de
velopments bave madc satelliles & poten:
! weapon in the drug crackdown, said
ok Lawn, assistant administrator of the
drug knforcement Administration
QIA) )

Tawn confirmed that the DEA is using
satellites in enforcement. offorts, bul he
mé:cated that high costs will limit that
2eney's Heeesk Lo the-deviees. Joxeept
for the costs, -it cortamly is most {ea-
wbic,” he said.

“Other-offieials, botlr m the imtelligence -

“commuibity and at_the White Jlouse, said
1hat the ti.8: has usedTivilian and milit-
ary satellites to deteet marijuana ficlds
it  the U.S. and abroad, to maonitor

. snueggling ships on the high seas. and to
photograph marijuana Joading and wn-
lo:ding at docks.

MOST OF THY activity is coordinated -

by a governmentwide antidrug task force
operating out of south Florida under the
supervision of Viee President George
Bush, officials suid.

Furthermore, & high-ranking YA offi.
cial, who asked not to be identified, con.
firmed that his agency has “‘piggy-
backed” aboard other government satcl-
lites (o photograph both the continenta)
U.S. and forcign countrics to study fllicit

These satellite pictures are so accurate,
officinls said, that it was possible (o dis.
tinpuish marijuana ficlds from plantings
of the cocn plants used to produce
COCHINC. o J TUL

1awn said the DEA began to conkider
the use of satellite photographs -in ik
investipntions as a resull of the murder of
federal Judge John 13. Wood on May 29,
1979, in San Antonio. w3

In the duys afler the slaying, ' 3N)
agents went {o the National Acronaitics
and Space Administration and asked. for

|

CHICAGO TRIBUNE
23 January 1983

all satellite phiotographs taken of San
Antonio at about the time Judge
Wood was killed. The agents were
hoping the highly detailed pictures
would pick up vehicles leaving the
murder scene.

LAWN, WHO directed the investi-
gation before joining the DEA, said
the NASA-supplicd photos proved to
be of no use in the Wood investiga-
tion. But he kept in mind the idea of
using satellite pictures in criminal
investigations.

l.awn said that when he joined the
DEA as its assistant administrator,
he asked the agency's branch of sci-
ence and technology to study the

ossible use of satellites. *‘They
ound that it is certainly most fea-
sible,” he said.

To date the satellite activity has
been conducted by theé task force
Reagan established on Oct. 14.
~ The muli-agency uni{*operates un-
der .special congressional authority

107 émmploy military” ‘aircraft, ships

and other eguipment in the area o
viviliarm law ‘enforcement’. - :

UNTIL. CONGRESS amended the
law in late 1481, the Pusse Comitatus
Act of 1877 barred any use of milit-
ary manpower or equipment in civi-
lian law enforcement. The act, a
civil liberties measure designed to
combat post-Civil War government
abuses, had confined the FBI to the
use of only civilian NASA satellites
during the Wood investigation.

Now, however. officials said that it
is legal for the CJ]A and other federal
agencies {o provide spy satellite data
to the drug task force—and they are
doing so. . ’

Besides satellites, the task force
also is employing AWACS (Advanced
Warning and Contro! System) sur-
veillance airplanes to track drug
smuggling flights and is using Navy
ships and aircraft to patrol the seas,
officials have said.

Another major reason that the task
force moved into satcllites was the
role of Bush's chief of staff, Adm.
(Ret.) Daniel Murphy, as task force
director.

MURPHY, WHO served for a time
as Bush's assistant when the vice
president was CIA direclor during
the Ford administration, has proved
knowledgeable about what ships.
planvs, aircraft and manpower the

.

can best use to combat drug tra!‘ick.
in% sources said. T
n announcing that his task fpree
would have 12 regional officces angd be
directed from Bush's office in the
White House, Reagan said he would
encourage the CIA and the State
Department to cooperate with the
FBI, the DEA, the Justice Depart-
ment and other agencies in the oper-
ation. .
“We intend to do what is necessary.
to end the drug menace and cripple
organized crime,” Reagan said at
that time. )
Early this year, administration
officials began lobbying the new Con-.
gress for $130 million to finance the
task force operation. o
Thus far. the use of satellite data
has not yet led to any arrests, offi-
cials said, because the practice .is
new and is applied primarily to for-
eigr countries, where U.S. officials,
have no legal jurisdiction.

“WE SEE a great value in il in
terms of locating drug crops for fu-,
ture eradication and thaj sort of'
thing," 'said one source. - .

Other _sources say._the  electronic
intelligence helps in planning sur-:
veillance of suspected drug traffic-
kers and their delivery routes. * .

- Svlvia Thompson, Florida direc{or; :

of the American Civil Liberties Un-
ion (ACLU), said her group is con-
cerned *‘that a Big-Brother 1984 sort
of aspect is emerging” in the law
enforcement efforts against the huge
cocaine and marijuana trade. .

However, she said the ACLU will
take ‘‘a wait-and-see’’ position on the
question of using spy satellites. ‘‘We
recently debated a similar issue
when the police installed cameras on
the beaches to walch everybody as
they came and went. Our board con-
cluded that the camera was in.a
public place and, in effect, standing
where a police officer might stand.
Satellites would be similar to that,”
she said. g s

It is possible to abuse the films
later, we think,” said Thompson.
““They might keep the films for two
years and then use them in an FBI
investigation about an entirely diffe-
rent matter."” - -~

JAY STEVENS, counselor to {h¢
Justice Department's criminal divi-
sion, said that the use of satelljte
pictures to spot illegal crops or otber
operations is consistent with consti- -
tutional guarantees against un-
reasonable search and seizure e,
cause of ‘“the plain view doctrine’
established in other cases.
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alolhte spymg on narcotics S operatio
a promising tool for drug task forc

v -AMED COATES
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Sateliites,

ya

. terns and report
. Coast Guard, which decides if .

radar planes

Sspy on

dwg

smugglrs

ByJohnHancheﬂe oot
"USA TODAY . e

Sopmsucated new mmtary
atellits and AWACSHype ra-
Jar planes are quietly being
used to spy on drug smugglers.
" The information they pro-

; vide is being beamed to law en-

! forcement agencies across the

, USA via satellites, federal

sourcessaid. - - .
- *We don't brag about It."
“sald a federal Drug Enforce-
ment Administration official, -

.“‘but we use them all the time.”
.The technology Is so classi-

fied that the Justice Depart-’
ment went to court in Provi-
dence, RL, Thursday to keep it
secret. ‘

" " If detalls about the satellites -

become public, it could jeopar--
dize the nation’s defense, om-
cials said.

The planes are new E-2C
“Hawkeye” Navy radar planes
— operating from aircraft car-
; riersatseaand a home ﬂeldat
i Norfolk, VE. BN

“They spot the ships and
planes in unusual traffic pat-’
them to the

s it wants to intercept,” sald
" Navy Lt. Robert Schmermund

The Grumman "Ha
are a mini-version of the
famed Air Force AWACS. They
: are equipped with long-range
radar units that can spot 3-foot

: at the Pentagon.

. buoys from 30,000 feet.

“The Hawkeyes carry “pan- .
" cake” dishes of secret ad-
. vanced electronic gear atop
the fuselage and a planaload of
eomputzr equipment.

" When a “Hawkeye” radar
saucer locks on & suspicious -.
boat or plane, the crew rad!os
customs officials. -

The brain center for the pm
ject is the federal E1 Paso Intel-

Center in Texas. On the -
second floor of this modern
: data center, the information is
_ run through a full wall of mod-

. s enmniters The computers

PETTINE: Reverses decision

have access to files from vari-
ous law enforcement agencies
across the country, including
Immigration, U.S. marshals
and the Federation Aviaﬁon

“Administration.

If the boat or plane has been
stopped before, or has ques-
tionable registration, the Coast
Guard and other agencies are

- authorized to intercept. .~ -
The sky-spy techniques paid
.off. recently when a 110-foot

shrimper with fake Honduran
registry was spotted-100 miles

- off the coast of Colombia. It
weas loaded with 30 tons of pot. . -

Fight Coast Guardsmen were

_flown from the giant carrier
USS Nimitz to the Navy’s nu-

clear guided missile frigate
USS Mississippl, which inter-
cepted the shrimper. -

In the Providence case, Fed-

eral Court Judge Raymond J.

. Pettine was asked by defense
lawyers to make the Coast °

Guard reveal bhow it had
trachd a sloop laden with $8

million worth of marijuana. .

The judge ordered federal
prosecutors to release the in-

formation. Pettine reversed his

order Thursday and agreed

" with the Coast Guard that dis- -

closing the information would
breach national security.
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